L ow Danger in the N Madisons

Date

Tue, 03/04/2025 - 13:50
Activity

Snowmobiling

We rode along Buck Ridge, dropping into First, Second and Third Y ellow Mules. We looked into Bear Creek
and McAtee Basin drainages before riding through Muddy Creek to the Y ellowstone Club boundary.
Throughout our ride, we noted tracks nearly everywhere, including many steep slopes.

In nearly 45 miles of riding, we noted two avalanches. Both breaking on persistent weak layers afew feet down
in the snowpack. The first was a small north-facing pocket in the First Yellow Mule (R1-D1) that was
snowmobile triggered. It looked to be around a week old. The second was alarger avalanche (R3-D2), east-
facing, deep in Muddy Creek. Thiswas drifted in and likely broke around 2.5 weeks ago during the last
significant storm cycle. We dug a snowpit near the lower flank of the path and noted that these weak layers had
gained strength over time. We did get propagation on a stout melt-freeze crust near the surface (ECTP5) but did
not get propagation lower down on faceted grains.

Currently, these two PWL avalanches are the only PWL avalanches we have seen/have been reported to usin
this area this season. This zone seems to be the northernmost extent of the PWL problem that we are dealing
with further south in Lionhead, S. Madisons and S. Gallatins.

Outside of these older two avalanches, we noted no other signs of instability and had a great day of riding.

Region

Northern Madison
Location (from list)
Buck Ridge
Observer Name

H. Darby


http://1a9b96a9-9387-41f6-bb37-53c12e3d9119.mtavalanche.com/node/34488
http://1a9b96a9-9387-41f6-bb37-53c12e3d9119.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/307
http://1a9b96a9-9387-41f6-bb37-53c12e3d9119.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/295
http://1a9b96a9-9387-41f6-bb37-53c12e3d9119.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/295

